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TECHNICAL ALERT # 2023011094 
Date: January 10, 2022 

To: All Employees, Titanium Tubing Technology Ltd. 

Subject: Tires, Wheels, Hubs and Fastener Inspections 
 

Details: 
 

On January 8, 2023, a Coiled Tubing Unit experienced a failure of its air brake system while 
enroute from Fort McMurray to a job site. The Coiled Tubing Operator noticed traces of 
smoke coming from the rear end of the unit and called an alert over the radio. The Coiled 
Tubing Crew pulled over to investigate the situation and found that three of the brake hubs 
were glowing red hot and two were on fire. The Crew was able to extinguish the fires, but 
after investigation, it was determined that the brake system failed due to frozen air lines 
that connect the brake system to the air tank and controller. 
 

 

 

 

 

Impact: 
 

This incident resulted in the Coiled Tubing Unit being out of service and unavailable for use 

until the damage could be repaired. 
 

Recommendations: 
 

• Drain air tanks regularly to prevent condensation from freezing in the air lines. 
• Use an air line safe antifreeze solution, such as methanol, to prevent freezing of the air 

lines. 
• Check the brake system for any signs of wear and tear, and address any deficiencies 

immediately. 
• Train all Coiled Tubing operators on how to identify potential issues with the air brake 

system. 

 
Contact: 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this incident or the recommendations 

outlined in this alert, please contact your divisional manager or local mechanic. 

 

 

 

Issued By: Chris Bogue, Technical Services Manager 
 

 

 Colin Waterman, HSE & Compliance Manager 


